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Roles and Responsibilities – Flood and 
Coastal Erosion Risk Management 

Environment Agency

Prevention, mitigation 

& remedying of flood 

damage:

• From the sea

• Tidal

• Main River

• Reservoir

• National Strategy

• Strategic Overview

• Provide flood maps, 

flood warnings and 

flood alerts

• Flood Risk 

Management Projects

• Asset Maintenance

Lead Local Flood 

Authority

Local policy & strategy, 

and investigation in 

respect of flood risk 

• Surface water flood risk

• Groundwater

• Ordinary watercourses

• SUDs – Planning 

• Adaptation strategies

• Local Strategy/Policy

• Investigate significant 

flood incidents

• Consent & enforce on 

ordinary watercourses

• Asset Maintenance

Coastal Protection 

Authority (CC)

Coastal erosion risk 

management

• Managing the risk 

associated with coastal 

erosion

• Coastal Planning 

• Preparing long term 

shoreline management 

plans

• Carry out coast 

protection work

• Asset Maintenance

Highway Authority

Managing risk to highway 

network

• Highway flood risk

• Flooding from highways

• Not responsible for 

Highways England road 

network

• Providing and managing 

highway drainage 

including maintenance 

and improvement

Water & Sewerage 

(South West Water)

Managing risk from 

sewerage systems 

• Foul water flood 

risk

• Managing flood 

risk from surface 

water foul and 

combined 

sewerage systems

Cornwall Council 
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River and Sea Flood Risk
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Coastal Erosion Risk
Climate Emergency Development Plan Document (DPD)

Read about how the DPD is used in planning 
applications on the coast

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/adopted-plans/climate-emergency-development-plan-document/
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment/environmental-protection/coastal-protection/planning-applications-on-the-coast/
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Surface Water Flood Risk
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Cornwall Climate Change Projection

Rainfall patterns will change 
with more rain in winter and 

less in summer

Less snow and ice as 
temperature 

increases

Increased coastal erosion

Ocean 
acidification

Warmer oceans –marine heatwaves 
will become more frequent, severe 

and longer 

Higher wind speeds are 
possible with more storms 

arriving in closer succession

Droughts to become 
more severe in summer

Rising sea levels – Cornwall sea level has 
risen by 15cm over the past 100 years

Higher temperatures and 
more waves including heat 

risk and more wildfires

Higher risks of river and 
surface water flooding 

caused by short and 
intensive rainfall

Damaging climate impacts are already being felt today. With every 
temperature degree increase so will the severity of the impacts.

Paris Agreement is to limit temperature increase 
to 1.50C above pre-industrial levels

Reducing global emissions faster will hold warming 
to lower levels. +1oC

+1.5oC

+2oC

+3oC

+4oC

Cornwall Climate Change Risk Assessment

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment/climate-emergency/the-impact-of-climate-change/
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Cornwall Adaptation 
Strategy

Climate Adaptation

Devon, Cornwall and Isles of Scilly 
Climate Adaptation Strategy

https://www.climateresilient-dcios.org.uk/view-adaptation-strategy/
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What you can do

• Engage with the Community 
Area Partnerships

• Adapt your home

• Improve your water storage

• Know your risk

• Be prepared

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/people-and-communities/community-area-partnerships/
https://www.befloodready.uk/
https://www.southwestwater.co.uk/household/your-services/save-water?url=https://www.southwestwater.co.uk/services/save-water/&data=05|01|digital@pennon-group.co.uk|32980d830bff4756107d08db2531a5b3|25d26f64e15045878705aefeb42a308c|0|0|638144667376895900|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=|3000|||&sdata=fkyRGOKodtzMZl6bJYgmq/2/PRAz3EFVpKKk9NxiR1Y=&reserved=0#/
https://www.gov.uk/check-long-term-flood-risk
https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings
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The Flood Mitigation Hierarchy
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Property Flood Resilience
Resistance measures Resilience measures

BeFlood
Ready:

Let’s Talk Cornwall - register 
interest in PFR:

https://www.befloodready.uk/
https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/property-flood-resilience
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Thank you / Meur ras

If you have any questions or comments

floodrisk@cornwall.gov.uk


